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County, this State, and that this statement was subsequently printed 
in the Pilblic Health and Marine Hospital Reports. I write to say that 
this was an error, no person having died in this county, though there 
were many cases of this disease there during the winter. This mistake 
was a clerical one, I having intended to say that 7 persons had died in 
Decatur' County. 

Most respectfully, 

H. F. Hakkis, Secretary. 

(See Public Health Reports, February 26, 1904, page 315.) 

Transactions on account of smallpox in northern Maine, Canadian 

border. 

Report of sanitary work in the Madawaska region. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hammond reports, through Surgeon 
Mcintosh, as follows: 

Week ended August 20, 1904: Number of cases of smallpox under 
supervision, 11; of these, previously' reported, 11; new cases, none; 
houses under quarantine, 2; persons vaccinated, 1; miles of territory 
covered, 85. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. — Fumigation 
work at Brownsville — Antimosquito ordinance adopted at Browns- 
ville and Matamoras. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports through Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

Brownsville, Tex., August 18, WO^. 

Since my last report the following work has been accomplished: 
Houses inspected, 351; barrels oiled, 546; cisterns oiled, 52; houses 
fumigated, 37, containing 68 rooms. 

Recent rains have interfered to some extent with our fumigation 
work. 

I would state that I regard Brownsville as the most unsanitary town 
in the State, but much good has been accomplished, and the city coun- 
cil and the citizens are fully aroused to the importance of the work 
and are assisting in many ways with surprising energy. 

The city council passed the antimosquito ordinance, and it seems 
that they intend to vigorously enforce it. 

I met the board of health in Matamoras, Mexico, on the 16th instant, 
and with the assistance of Governor Pedro Arguelles, who presided 
at the meeting, succeeded in having a similar order passed for the 
enforcement of sanitary work in that city. It had been rumored that 
Matamoras had a few cases of yellow fever, and the governor visited 
the city on a tour of investigation. I was unable to secure any evi- 
dence on which to base suspicion. 

I have examined six cases in Brownsville which were reported to 
me as being suspicious, but none were yellow fever. I received the 
information yesterday and immediately went to work, fumigating the 
entire neighborhood. Other physicians here have confided to me that 
they are suspicious of the poorer classes, who seldom send for a doctor. 

The city council and citizens are very anxious for general disinfection 
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to be done, and offer to furnish all material and assistance if we will 
continue and direct the work. Major Cooke offers teams, men, and 
material. We are now using one team and three men.' 

I was invited to be present and assist the ladies of Brownsville to 
organize a civic club this afternoon at the opera house. This club 
proposes to carry on the sanitary work here all summer. 

As the city has very few breeding places for mosquitoes, besides 
cisterns, barrels, and closets, I feel that active and energetic work will 
soon eradicate the stegornyia. We meet with no opposition at all among 
the Mexicans. 

As an illustration that educational work is badly needed, I will state 
that not one residence in the city has a screened door or window at 
present, outside of the garrison buildings at Fort Brown. 

Conditions at San Diego— Malarial fever in vicinity. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon MacGregor reports, through Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Richardson, as follows: 

San Diego, Tex., August 18, 1904. 

Everything in this section is favorable at the present time. 1 have 
knowledge of 1 case, however, a Mexican, aged 28, who has had fever 
for ten days. Slow pulse (68), tongue coated whitish, red border and 
pointed; develops into a case of abscess of the liver, with indications 
of tubercular trouble. The jaundiced hue of the skin and conjunctiva, 
with fever, caused some uneasiness. 

Owing to the discovery of petroleum at Benavides there is consider- 
able excitement, and many strangers are coming in from the surround- 
ing country. I inspected there yesterday and will keep watch, which 
1 consider very necessary. 

I shall probably go to Corpus Christi to-morrow to investigate con- 
ditions there. Doctor Spohn, the service representative at that place, 
has been keeping me informed of cases of sickness, but he is absent 
from home at present. 1 shall report after visiting Corpus Christi. 

August 20, 1904. 

The situation is unchanged at this point. The case mentioned in my 
report of the 18th developed an abscess of the liver, which was verified 
by exploratory puncture. 

I have urged the importance of screening all cases of fever in the 
initial stage. 

I learn that there is some increase in the cases of malarial, typhoid, 
or continued fevers in Alice. 

Doctor Burke reports, in letter received this morning, that malaria 
is again taking an upward shoot. 1 shall go to Corpus Christi this 
evening to learn further particulars. Doctor Spohn, who is absent 
from Corpus Christi, has a case of pernicious fever which I will also 
investigate. 

The malarial fever is confined to points between Corpus Christi and 
San Diego. I find little sickness between this point and Laredo. 
There seems no reason to be alarmed over present conditions in this 
section, but a careful watch is necessary owing to the influx of people 
around the Benavides oil country. 



